What is Project BLENDS?

Project BLENDS: Building Capacity for Interdisciplinary Collaboration among Alaska-based Related Service
Providers is an interdisciplinary, advanced training program designed to prepare graduates in four related service
disciplines to work collaboratively to support infants, toddlers, and preschool-age children with disabilities and
their families.

When do | apply to Project BLENDS?

You apply for Project BLENDS in the fall of your first year of the full-time program or third year of the part-time
program. Advanced standing students who are full-time apply to Project BLENDS when they are applying to the
MSW program. Advanced standing part-time students apply in the fall of their first year in the MSW program.

When do | participate in Project BLENDS?

e Full-time MSW students complete Project Blends in the summer, fall, and spring semesters of their
second year of the MSW program.

e Full-time advanced standing MSW students complete Project BLENDS in the summer, fall, and spring
semesters of their one year of the MSW program.

e Part-time MSW students complete Project Blends in the summer, fall, and spring semesters of their
fourth year of the MSW program.

e Part-time advanced standing MSW students complete Project BLENDS in the summer, fall, and spring
semesters of their second year in the MSW program.

What is the time commitment for Project BLENDS?

In May you will attend a full day orientation meeting. In the summer semester, you complete 15 hours of field-
based observation with two supervision meetings, and a 3-credit course (PSY/SWK 620: Infant and Early
Childhood Mental Health). In the fall and spring semesters, you complete a 1-credit seminar. The seminar is
coordinated so that it does not interfere with your required MSW courses.

What are the conference requirements and how are they paid for?

As part of Project BLENDS, you are required to attend the Division for Early Childhood Conference which occurs
in September or November of each year, and one day of the Alaska Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health
Institute which occurs in the spring of each year. The grant covers 100% of costs associated with travel and
registration for both conferences.
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How and when are the financial supports disbursed?

You will receive a total of $18,750.00 that is dispersed through both the Office of Financial Aid and the Business
Office. Funding to cover the required 5-credits of BLENDS coursework is dispersed through the Office of
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